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CAN’T STAND + NP / <-ing> / To-Inf.  
CAN’T BEAR 
 
= NOT LIKE 
 
Used to say that you do not like someone or something at all, or that you think that 
something is extremely unpleasant. 
 
I can’t stand bad manners. 
Jane can’t stand working in an office. 
I can’t stand people smoking in front of me when I’m eating. 
She can’t stand to hear them arguing. 
 


